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FPB – CLASSIFIER’S REPORT

TITLE: 	Sheer Madness
GENRE: 	Drama LGBTi

CLASSIFICATION DECISION Film	:	13
CLASSIFICATION DECISION Trailer	:	NONE		

	Format
	:
	Digital

	Director
	:
	Margarethe Von Trotta

	Language
	:
	Foreign Language

	Cast
	:
	Hanna Schygulla, Angela Winkler

	Running Time
	:
	145

	Year
	:
	1983


___________________________________________________________________
Synopsis  
Olga and Ruth become friends. Olga is independent, separated from her husband, living with an immigrant pianist, and teaching feminist literature. Ruth is withdrawn, a painter, possibly mentally ill. Ruth dreams in black and white, sometimes of her suicide. Olga lectures on a 19th-century writer, von Günderrode, a suicide after the breakup of her intense friendship with Bettina Brentano. Ruth's husband Franz encourages the women's friendship, then, as Olga draws Ruth out and the friendship deepens, he becomes jealous. After the women travel to Egypt, Franz has a tirade. Ruth seems crushed between her husband and her friend, and how she responds is the film's climax.

Classifiable Elements

	Sexually Related Activity
	Kissing.

	Substance Abuse
	Alcohol. Cigarettes. 

	Violence
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Woman hangs herself. Woman shoots man to death.




	Cumulative Impact (element, sound, lighting, techniques)

	



INFORMATION ABOUT CLASSIFIABLE ELEMENTS IN THE FILM:

Mandatory Classifiable Elements 


	LANGUAGE
	

	NUDITY
	

	PREJUDICE
	

	SEXUALLY RELATED ACTIVITY
	PG

	VIOLENCE
	13

	SUBSTANCE ABUSE
	PG

	SEXUAL VIOLENCE
	

	HORROR
	

	IMITABLE ACTS  (IAT)
	

	CRIMINAL TECHNIQUES  (CT)
	

	COMPETITIVE INTENSITY (CI)
	




VOLUNTARY CLASSIFIABLE ELEMENTS 

	BLASPHEMY
	

	PHOTO/PATTERN SENSITIVITY (PPS)
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